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be an opportunity, in States which recognize a system of
adoption, for a review of the adoption of such children and,
in particular, for annulment of any adoption which origi-
nated in enforced disappearance. Such adoption should, how-
ever, continue to be in force if consent is given, at the time
of the review, by the child’s closest relatives.

3. The abduction of children of parents subjected to en-
forced disappearance or of children born during their
mother’s enforced disappearance, and the act of altering or
suppressing documents attesting to their true identity, shall
constitute an extremely serious offence, which shall be
punished as such.

4. For these purposes, States shall, where appropriate,
conclude bilateral and multilateral agreements.

Article 21

The provisions of the present Declaration are without
prejudice to the provisions enunciated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights or in any other international
instrument, and shall not be construed as restricting or
derogating from any of those provisions.
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47/134. Human rights and extreme poverty

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,? the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights,'* the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultura! Rights'* and other human rights instruments
adopted by the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutions 44/148 of 15 December 1989
and 44/212 of 22 December 1989, and other relevant
resolutions,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 1991/14 of 22 February 1991,% in which the Commis-
sion drew the attention of the General Assembly to the con-
tradiction between the existence of situations of extreme
poverty and exclusion from society, which must be over-
come, and the duty to guarantee the full enjoyment of
human rights,

Recalling its resolution 45/199 of 21 December 1990, in
which it proclaimed the Fourth United Nations Develop-
ment Decade, the main concerns of which are the search
for a significant reduction of extreme poverty and the joint
responsibility of all countries,

Recognizing that extreme poverty is a violation of hu-
man dignity and might, in some situations, constitute a
threat to the right to life,

Deeply concerned that extreme poverty continues to
spread in all countries of the world, regardless of their eco-
nemic, social and cultural situation, and seriously affects
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged individuals, fami-
lies and groups, who are thus hindered in the exercise of
their human rights and their fundamental freedoms,

Stressing the need for a complete and in-depth study of
extreme poverty, based on the experience and the thoughts
of the poorest,

Taking note with satisfaction, in that regard, of Commis-
sion on Human Rights resolution 1992/11 of 21 February

1992* and resolution 1992/27 of 27 August 1992 of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities,'s* in which the Subcommission des-
ignated Mr. Leandro Despouy as Special Rapporteur on
this question,

Recognizing that the elimination of widespread poverty
and the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural
rights are interrelated goals,

Recognizing also that the grave suffering of the vast ma-
jority of human beings who live in conditions of extreme
poverty requires the immediate attention of the interna-
tional community and the adoption of specific measures to
eliminate extreme poverty and exclusion from society,

1. Reaffirms that extreme poverty and exclusion from
society constitute a violation of human dignity and that ur-
gent national and international action is therefore required
to eliminate them;

2. Expresses its satisfaction that the Commission on Hu-
man Rights, in its resolution 1992/11, requested the Subcom-
mission on Preveation of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities to undertake a study of extreme poverty and, in
particular, of the following aspects: the effects of extreme
poverty on the enjoyment and exercise of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms of those experiencing it; the ef-
forts of the poorest to achieve the exercise of those rights
and to participate fully in the development of the society
in which they live; the conditions in which the poorest may
effectively convey their experience and their thoughts and
become partners in the realization of human rights; and
the means of ensuring a better understanding of the expe-
rience and thoughts of the poorest and of the persons work-
ing with them;

3. Again calls upon States, the specialized agencies,
United Nations bodies and other international organiza-
tions, including intergovernmental organizations, to give
the necessary attention to this problem;

4. Notes with appreciation the specific measures taken
by the United Nations Children’s Fund to mitigate the ef-
fects of extreme poverty on children and the efforts of the
United Nations Development Programme to give priority
to the search for some means of alleviating poverty within
the framework of the relevant resolutions;

5. Decides to consider this question further at its forty-
ninth session under the sub-item entitled “Human rights
questions, inciuding alternative approaches for improving
the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms”,
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47/135. Declaration on the Rights of Persons Be-
longing to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that one of the main purposes of the United
Nations, as proclaimed in the Charter of the United Na-
tions, is to achieve international cooperation in promoting
and encouraging respect for human rights and for funda-
mental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion,
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Noting the importance of the even more effective imple-
mentation of international human rights instruments with
regard to the rights of persons belonging to national or eth-
nic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Welcoming the increased attention given by human
rights treaty bodies to the non-discrimination and protec-
tion of minorities,

Aware of the provisions of article 27 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights'** concerning the
rights of persons belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic
minorities,

Considering that the United Nations has an increasingly
important role to play regarding the protection of minorities,

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United
Nations system, in particular through the relevant mecha-
nisms of the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-
commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec-
tion of Minorities, in promoting and protecting the rights
of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities,

Recognizing the important achievements in this regard
in regional, subregional and bilateral frameworks, which
can provide a useful source of inspiration for future United
Nations activities,

Stressing the need to ensure for ail, without discrimina-
tion of any kind, full enjoyment and exercise of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, and emphasizing the im-
portance of the draft Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities in that regard,

Recalling its resolution 46/115 of 17 December 1991
and taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 1992/16 of 21 February 1992,> by which the Commis-
sion approved the text of the draft declaration on the rights
of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities, and Economic and Social Council
resolution 1992/4 of 20 July 1992, in which the Council
recommended it to the General Assembly for adoption and
further action,

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General,'

I.  Adopis the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Be-
longing to Naticnai or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities, the text of which is annexed to the present
resolution;

2. Reguests the Secretary-General to ensure the distribu-
tion of the Declaration as widely as possible and 1o include
the text of the Declaration in the next edition of Human
Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments;

3. Invites United Nations agencies and organizations
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions to intensify their efforts with a view to disseminating
information on the Declaration and to promoting under-
standing thereof;

4. Invites the relevant organs and bodies of the United
Nations, including treaty bodies, as well as representatives
of the Commission on Human Rights and the Subcommis-
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi-
norities, to give due regard to the Declaration within their
mandates; -

5. Requests the Secretary-General to consider appro-
priate ways for the effective promotion of the Declaration
and to make proposals thereon;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the imple-
mentation of the present resolution under the item entitled
“Human rights questions”.
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ANNEX

Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that one of the basic aims of the United Nations, as
proclaimed in the Charter, is to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and
of nations large and small,

Desiring to promote the realization of the principles contained in
the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,? the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide,'8% the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination,? the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,'44 the Intermational Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights,!44 the Declaration on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief,'36 and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,*3 as well as other relevant international instruments that have
been adopted at the universal or regional level and those concluded
between individual States Members of the United Mations,

Inspired by the provisions of article 27 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Politicai Rights concerning the rights of persons belong-
ing to ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities,

Considering that the promotion and protection of the rights of per-
sons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
contribute to the political and social stability of States in which they
live,

Emphasizing that the constant promotion and realization of the
tights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguis-
tic minorities, as an integral part of the development of society as a
whole and within a democratic framework based on the rule of law,
would contribute to the strengthening of friendship and cooperation
among peoples and States,

Considering that the United Nations has an important role to play
regarding the protection of minorities,

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United Nations
system, in particular by the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-
commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi-
norities and the bodies established pursuant to the International
Covenants on Human Rights!¢ and other relevant international human
rights instruments in promoting and protecting the rights of persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Taking into accouns the important work which is done by intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations in protecting minori-
ties and in promoting and protecting the rights of persons belonging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Recognizing the need to ensure even more effective implementation
of intemational human rights instruments with regard to the rights
of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities,

Proclaims this Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities:

Article 1

1. States shall protect the existence and the national or ethnic, cul-
tural, religious and linguistic identity of minorities within their respec-
tive territorics and shall encourage conditions for the promotion of that
identity

2. States shall adopt appropriate legislative and other measures to
achieve those ends.
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Article 2

1. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities (hereinafter referred to as persons belonging to minorities)
have the right to enjoy their own culture, to prefess and practise their
own teligion, and to use their own language, in private and in public,
freely and without interference or any form of discrimination.

2. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to participate ef-
fectively in cultural, religious, social, economic and public life.

3. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to participate
effectively in decisions on the national and, where appropriate, re-
gional level conceming the minority to which they belong or the re-
gions in which they live, in a manner not incompatible with national
legislation.

4. Persons belonging to minorities have the night to establish and
maintain their own associations.

5. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to establish and
maintain, without any discrimination, free and peaceful contacts with
other members of their group and with persons belonging to other mi-
norities, as well as contacts across frontiers with citizens of other
States to whom they are related by national or cthnic, religious or lin-
guistic ties.

Article 3

1. Persons belonging to minorities may exercise their rights, in-
cluding those set forth in the present Declaration, individually as well
as in community with other members of their group, without any dis-
crimination.

2. No disadvantage shall resuit for any person belonging to a mi-
nority as the consequence of the exercise or non-exercise of the rights
set forth in the present Declaration.

Article 4

1. States shall take measures where required to ensure that persons
belonging to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all their hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and
in full equality before the law.

2. States shall take measures to create favourable conditions to en-
able persons belonging to minorities to express their characteristics
and to develop their culture, language, religion, traditions and cus-
toms, except where specific practices are in viclation of national law
and contrary to international standards.

3. Suates should take appropriate measures so that, wherever pos-
sible, persons belonging to minoritics may have adequate opportuni-
ties to learn their mother tongue or to have instruction i their mother
tongue.

4. States should, where appropriate, take measures in the field of
education, in order to encourage knowledge of the history, traditions,
language and culture of the minorities existing within their territory.
Persons belonging to minorities should have adequate opportunities to
gain knowledge of the society as a whele.

5. States should consider appropriate measures so that persons be-
longing to minoritics may participate fully in the economic progress
and development in their country.

Article 5

1. National policies and programmes shall be planned and imple-
mented with due regard for the legitimate interests of persons belonging
to minorities.

2. Programmes of cooperation and assistance among States should
be planned and implemented with due regard for the legitimate inter-
ests of persons belonging to minorities.

Article 6

States should cooperate on questions relating to persons belonging
to minorities, infer alia, exchanging information and experiences, in
order to promote mutual understanding and confidence.

Article 7

States should cooperate in order to promote respect for the rights

set forth in the present Declaration,
Article 8

1. Nothing in the present Declaration shall prevent the fuifilment
of international obligations of States in relatior to persons belonging

to minorities. In particular, States shall fulfil in good faith the obliga-
tions and commitments they have assumed under international treaties
and agreements to which they are parties.

2. The exercise of the rights sct forth in the present Declaration
shall not prejudice the enjoyment by all persons of universally recog-
nized human rights and fundamental freedoins.

3. Measures taken by States to ensure the effective enjoyment of
the rights set forth in the present Declaration shall not prima facie be
considered contrary to the principle of equality contained in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

4, Nothing in the present Declaration may be construed as permit-
ting any activity contrary to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations, including sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political
independence of States.

Article 9

The specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Na-
tions system shall contribute to the full realization of the rights and
principles set forth in the present Declaration, within their respective
fields of competence.

47/136. Summary or arbitrary executions

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,?
which guarantees the right to life, liberty and security of
person,

Having regard to the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,'** in which it is
stated that every human being has the inherent right to life,
that this right shall be protected by law and that no one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life,

Recalling its resolution 36/22 of 9 November 1981, in
which it condemned the practice of summary and arbitrary
executions, and its resolutions 37/182 of 17 December
1982, 38/96 of 16 December 1983, 39/110 of 14 December
1984, 40/143 of 13 December 1985, 41/144 of 4 December
1986, 42/141 of 7 December 1987, 43/151 of 8 December
1988, 44/159 of 15 December 1989 and 45/162 of 18
December 1990,

Deeply alarmed at the continued occurrence on a large
scale of summary or arbitrary executions, including extra-
legal executions,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and the safeguards guarantee-
ing protection of the rights of those facing the death
penalty annexed thereto, which resolution was endorsed
by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in its
resolution 15,'%7

Welcoming the close cooperation established between
the Centre for Human Rights and the Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control'*® with regard
to questions relating to extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions,

Convinced of the need for appropriate action to combat
and eventually eliminate the abhorrent practice of extra-
judicial, summary or arbitrary executions, which represents
a flagrant violation of the most fundamental right, the right
to life,

1. Once again strongly condemns the large number of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions which con-
tinue to take place throughout the world;



