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Facts

Various communications alleged that: (1) Burundian nationals, who had been refugees in Rwanda for several
years, were told they had one month to leave the country as they were considered national risks risks due to
their â€œsubversive activitiesâ€•. The refugees were not able to challenge the expulsion in court (2) arbitrary arrests
and summary executions had occurred in Rwanda (3) thousands of people had been detained on the basis â€œof
ethnic origin and peaceful political activitiesâ€•. Over 1000 people were held in â€œdeplorable conditionsâ€•, and a
large number of villages were destroyed and villagers massacred. (4) Serious violations had occurred such
as â€œwidespread massacres, extrajudicial executions and arbitrary arrests against the Tutsi ethnic group.â€•
Decision and Reasoning
The African Commission on Human and Peoplesâ€™ Rights (the â€œCommissionâ€•) noted that the goal of the
communications procedure was â€œto initiate a positive dialogue, resulting in an amicable resolution between the
Complainant and the state concerned . . .â€•, however as Rwanda had not responded to the allegations the
Commission must treat the facts given by the complainant as true.
The Commission thus found that:
(1)Â Â individualsâ€™ rights had been violated on the basis of such individualâ€™s Burundian nationality or Tutsi
ethnicity, violating Article 2 of the African Charter
(2)Â Â the arrests and detentions based on ethnic origin alone constituted a violation of Article 6 of the African
Charter
(3)Â Â the Burundian refugees were expelled in violation of Articles 2 and 12 of the African Charter
(4)Â Â the expulsion of the Burundian refugees without giving them an opportunity to be heard by a court
violated Article 7.1 of the African Charter.
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